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Mr. Seymour Hersh 

Wew York Times Washington Bureau 

1920 L St., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20056 
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notfantirely tawisible. 

Belin addressed it in his handling, which means getting corrupted evidence from, 
other witnesses. One of the;;e was a very young married woman, a high-school IdLd whose 
husband had to be destroyed as a witness. They are the Rowlands. I deal with this in my 
second book. My treatment is also an exposition of how the FBX meets such problems. In 
any event, what alia did includes refusing to permit Mrs. Rowland correct misleading 
testimony he had led her into while altering his own questioning. My chapter "None So 
Blind, " as I recall after so many years, concludes with facsimile reproduction of the 
typescript of she transcript later printed without Rrso Rowland* s necessary correction. 
But with Belin G s stylistic change of his own words. As I remember it B e lin was cunning 
enough to use the corrected testimony is the Report, which is what attracted attention, 
attention the enormity of 26 volumes buried and at a time when it was not expected that 
26 such volumes would be published anyway, (Yes, I have the once— secret executive ses- 
sions at which these matterd were discussed.) In the Report what Mrs. Rowland was really 
saying is invisible. 



There is more but I think this is enough for you to decide whether Balin is no 
more than normally dishonest for a public official and whether he is the kind of lawyer 
from whom anything that can be called an investigation without blushing can be; expected. 
If you want to see how he handled a witness whose testimony really means that evidenoe 
was planted with care, sea what he did - complete with sense of humor when a President 
is assassinated - with Boning© Benavides, in my first book. 

At this point and several hours ago I was interrupted by a call from a reporter 
whose paper and syndicate are breaking a story I had in mind when I left the first mes- 
sage i or you. It is, however, only one of the things I then had in ninrf. Some of your 
sources and probably those whose interest can be guessed were less than completely forth— 
right with you. X am familiar enough wi$h your work not to believe the alternative, that 
you lied. However, with the passing of time I am not now disposed to ^.Ve away in what I 
could have regarded as the public interest what is a major part of an almost completed 
draft of a book not on political assassinations. 

Belin is not all I had in mind on the second call. However, he is all that Howard 
mentioned to me several weeks ago. I do have an interest in Howard and how he may be 
regarded by those of influence in the press. I feel of him as a father does Of a son. He 
has a book now overdue and another accepted with pub date either not set or not communi- 
cated to me. The second was completed during his undergraduate days. The first was drafted 
when he was in high school. However he may have come aocross to you if as he Indicated he 
got in touch with you, in ay opinion he is an exceptionally gifted and exceptionally 
principled young man. I would be happier if unreasoned prejudice did not wash off on him. 


HR: I see no possibilities at all in a 
polite approach, no reason for an sgd-n 
apologetic one, am not about to eater to Barold Weisberg 

w ^^Mnldig pre judices, want to capture his 

P ,S. If you have any Interest in the FBT story, I got a good laugh out of the White House 
lone that Ford really does not know if the FBI has a file on him. Today's WxPost. When I 
know that Ford saw to it tliat they do in using them in a cheap, hoked-up "clear ance " of 
“ UBaelf durine the (i£ y s of Mis Bell n association (see Whitewash II), I also know that FBI 
leaks could embarrass the President of the United States. 

I am not sending copies of my books because the Times has all of them* because when 
it wa B lasting Booka Received" it pretended that mine did not exist, having no commercial 
imjalnt U billed them for the jjjfr copy of the first!); because of the unconscionable way 
it / J r ® ated “y work on the King assassination (which among other things has established the 
®f°7. fo * a trials provided a defense and led to a new principle of law also not reported 
by the Times although it is presently before the Supreme Court); and because I do not be- 
lieve you will see a story. 

attention „ith a challenge, and recent the inherent ari.gance of his preconceptions. 


sincerely. 




